
ANIMAL ADAPTATIONS 
In order for animals to survive they much adapt to their individual and environmental needs.   
Animals can have STRUCTURAL ADAPTATIONS and/or BEHAVIORAL ADAPTATIONS. 

STRUCTURAL ADAPTATIONS—Physical attributes that help 
animals meet a life need.  Examples– camouflage, monkey’s tail 

 and turtle shell. 

BEHAVIORAL ADAPTATIONS—certain types of activities animals 
perform, which help them meet a life need.  Examples– migration 
and hibernation. 

FOOD CHAINS 
PRODUCERS—organisms that get their energy directly from the sun (can make their 
own food) (plants).  Producers are often the start of the food chain. 
 
CONSUMERS—organisms that get their energy from other plants and animals 
(cannot make their own food). 
 
DECOMPOSERS—organisms that use dead and decaying organisms and animals 

HABITAT—the place in which an animal or plant naturally lives.  
Remember that an animal or plant needs food, water, shelter, and 
space to live.  The size of 
the habitat depends on 
the organism’s need. 
 
ORGANISM—any living 
thing 
 
ECOSYSTEM—the ways living things  
interact with other living and non-living 
things 
 
COMMUNITY—a group of organisms 
that share an environment 
 
LIFE CYCLE—the various stages of life (egg, tadpole, frog) 

NICHE 
A NICHE (rhymes with ―ditch‖ or ―leash‖,  
depending on how you say it) is the function (job) 
that an organism performs in the food web of that 
community. The vulture’s 

NICHE is to clean 
up the dead 

animals.  That is 
the service it 

provides to the 
community.  If 
there were no 

animals to clean 
up, there would 

be a mess. 

The lion’s NICHE is to keep 
the population of other  

animals balanced.  If the lions 
didn’t kill zebras and other 

animals, there would be too 
many. 

The zebra’s NICHE was to eat 
the grass.  If the zebras and 
other animals didn’t eat the 
grass, the grass would grow 

too tall. 

HUMAN IMPACT ON ECOSYSTEMS 
 

Humans have a MAJOR  
Impact on ecosystems but 
it is up to the humans to  
decide if the impact is 

POSITIVE or NEGATIVE  
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